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Introduction

Successfully collecting, validating, submitting, and reporting 618 data for PartB Indicator 3 requires
involvement from multiplestateagency staffand others. Itis critical thateveryone involved has a clear
understandingof the process and timelines. This can bechallengingas other programareas most often
manage and control the data sources for PartBIndicator 3, and their staff may not be aware of the
differences in the Office of Special EducationPrograms’ (OSEP) and the Office of Elementary and Secondary
Education’s (OESE) timeline requirements. Collaboration and coordination across those divisions within state
education agencies (SEAs) that supportassessmentdata collection, validation, submission, and reportingare
essential.UsingIDC’s Assessment Data Journey: Are We There Yet? resources canserveas a starting pointfor
necessary andimportantdialogue. Conveninga team to help you preparefor the dialoguealsocan be
helpful.

Objective of the Dialogue: To build shared understanding among SEA staff of the process and timelines for
submitting data to OSEP that the state will useto populateIndicator 3 of the State Performance Plan/Annual
PerformanceReport (SPP/APR).

Before the Dialogue

Considerations

e  Whoneeds to beinvolvedinthe dialogue? Possible participantsincludestatespecial education staff,
state assessmentstaff, state EDFacts coordinator and data submitter,and assessmentvendors.

e  Whatwill bethe best formatfor the dialogue? Willthedialoguetakeplaceinformallyasa discussion
with a small number of people or will itbe more formal, such as sharinginformation ata conferenceor
duringa presentation?

e Which of The Assessment Data Journey: Are We There Yet? resources will work bestfor your dialogue?
Considerifyouwill usetheonlineinteractiveversion of theinfographic or thestatic resources. You may
want to make copies of the static resource(s) you are using for participants to take back with them.

° How much background knowledge will participants have? You may need to provide contextual
information abouthowthe U.S. Department of Education (Department), state education systems, local
educationagencies, parents,and school communities usethe assessmentdata.

During the Dialogue

Context and Background Information

Based on the knowledge of participantsaboutassessmentdata, consider using the following contextand
backgroundinformationduringthe openingdialogue.
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Within the Department, OSEP and OESE use data from stateassessments in their accountability,
monitoring, and supports systems. OSEP requires states and entities to measureand report participation
and achievement of children with individualized education programs (IEPs) on statewide assessments in
the SPP/APR. These data arefoundinIndicator 3. OSEP factors in participation data fromIndicator3in
its Results Driven Accountability system, which informs state determinations and directs differentiated
incentives, supports,and interventions based on each state’s uniquestrengths, progress, challenges,
and needs. Academic achievementis also a key accountability measurefor OESE as itis a crucial
component in every state’s plan under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

SEAs use assessmentdata as onedriver of the level of supports and interventions schools receive under
the ESSA accountability framework. Increasingly, SEAs also are using stateassessmentdata within their
own divisions of special education, by incorporating results data points into LEA determinations and/or
identifying LEAs for differentiated monitoringand support.

More broadly, stateassessmentdata providestateand localagencies, parents,and communities with a
valuable “systems health check.” Assessment data offer a bird’s eye view of how students and
subgroups of students arefaringin school systems across the state, but they also allowfor district-and
school-level comparisons. Further, reviewing assessmentdata hel ps stateand local agenciesidentify
strengths and areas of improvement, set priorities and goals,and monitor progress toward those
priorities and goals. Finally, the data providefeedback on the impactofvarious state-, district-,and
school-supported initiatives and interventions.

Key Points to Emphasize When Using the Assessment Data
Journey: Are We There Yet? Resources

Given the widespread systemic use of data from statewide assessments, the Department requires these
data (as they do any data) to be of high quality. Data are of high qualityif they are timely, accurate,and
complete.

There is only onedue date for the filestates submitto the Department through EDFacts. This is thethird
Wednesdayin December. However, OSEP and OESE have different points in time for when they judge
submitted data as accurateand complete.

States that do not submitaccurateand completedata as of the December deadlinefaceconsequences
from OSEP. Whilestates canresubmitthese data after the December due date, unlike OESE, OSEP
considers the December deadlineto be firmfor the purposes of accuracy and completeness when
making state determinations.

Dialogue Questions

Whatquestions did the “assessmentjourney” resources raisefor you? Whatwere any aspects of the
journeythat surprised you?

As you reflect on your assessmentjourney experiences inyour state, whatis different from what the IDC
resources depictthatyou inyour roleinthe SEA may need to consider?

As you consider the various “caution cones” alongthejourney, canyouidentify similarchallenges that
you experienced in your work collecting, validating, submitting, and reporting high-quality assessment
data? Whatother assessmentdata challenges haveyou encountered in your work?

As you consider the various “sharetheroad” signs alongthejourney, how would you characterize the
level of communication and collaborationin your stateagency amongdivisions/programs/staffinvolved
in collecting, validating, submitting, or reportingassessmentdata?
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Whatpossiblefollow-up activities could you engage in to improve communication and collaboration
within the SEA to supportsuccessfully collecting, validating, submitting, and reporting 618 data for Part
B Indicator 3?

Whataspects of the journey do you think have gone particularly well or smoothlyinyour agency?

How canyou document, memorialize,and sustain theaspects of the journey that areworkingwell in
your agency?

Whatadditional “road signs” do you feel would be helpful in describing your state’s assessment
journey?

After the Dialogue

Distribute notes that you or a notetaker may have taken duringthe dialogueand copies of the
Assessment Journey: Are We There Yet? resource(s).

Make sureyou havewritten down questions thatmay have arisen duringthedialogue.

Determine whether ongoing communication or meetings among participants would aid in ensuring the
collection, validation, submission, and reporting of assessmentdata. Consider whether technical
assistancefromIDC could supportyour state’s efforts to improveassessmentdata quality. Schedule
future meetings, if necessary, and confirmother next steps.

The IDEA Data Center (IDC) created this publication under U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special
Education Programs grantnumber H373Y190001. Richelle Davis and Rebecca Smith serve as the project
officers.

The views expressed herein do not necessarily representthe positions or policies of the U.S. Department of
Education. No official endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any product, commodity,
service, or enterprise mentioned in this publicationisintended or should beinferred. This productis in the
public domain. Authorization toreproduceitin whole orin partis granted.

Westatis the lead organization for IDC. For more information aboutthe center’s work and its partners, see

www.ideadata.org.
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